
Leo Discovers the Jungle's Hidden Connections
Grade 5 English Nonfiction Jungle animals Theme ~160 words CCSS.ELA.RL.5.2

Name: Date:
Ä READ — READ THIS PASSAGE CAREFULLY. YOU MAY READ IT TWICE.

Leo stepped into the Amazon jungle ready to study one of nature's greatest lessons. The jungle was alive

with animals that depended on each other to survive. First, Leo watched a jaguar stalk silently through tall

grass. The jaguar's spotted coat helped it blend into the shadows. This **camouflage** allowed the

predator to hunt without being seen. Leo wrote every detail in his notebook. Next, Leo discovered a family of

macaws high in the trees. These bright birds ate fruit and spread seeds across the jungle floor. Without the

macaws, new trees could never grow. Leo realized animals helped the whole jungle stay healthy. Then Leo

spotted leaf-cutter ants carrying tiny pieces of leaves. Each ant worked as part of a team. Together, they

moved more than any single ant could carry alone. Leo saw that cooperation was just as important as

strength. Leo left the jungle understanding that every animal, no matter how small, played a vital role in

keeping the jungle alive.

� Tip: Read the passage twice before turning to the questions on the next page.
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Leo Discovers the Jungle's Hidden Connections
Grade 5 English Nonfiction Jungle animals Theme ~160 words CCSS.ELA.RL.5.2 Questions

✏ ANSWER USE THE PASSAGE ON PAGE 1 TO HELP FIND YOUR ANSWERS.

MAIN IDEA

1. What is this passage mostly about?

TEXT EVIDENCE

2. Which sentence from the passage shows that the macaws do more than just eat fruit?

VOCABULARY

3. What does the word camouflage mean as it is used in this passage?

INFERENCE

4. Why do you think Leo wrote every detail in his notebook after watching the jaguar?

CAUSE AND EFFECT

5. What would happen to the jungle if the macaws disappeared, according to the passage?

TEXT EVIDENCE

6. What sentence from the leaf-cutter ant paragraph shows that working together is more powerful than working
alone?
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✓ ANSWER KEY — Leo Discovers the Jungle's Hidden Connections
Grade 5 English Nonfiction Jungle animals Theme ~160 words CCSS.ELA.RL.5.2

TEACHER / PARENT USE ONLY — Suggested answers shown below each question

Leo stepped into the Amazon jungle ready to study one of nature's greatest lessons. The jungle was alive with animals that depended on
each other to survive. First, Leo watched a jaguar stalk silently through tall grass. The jaguar's spotted coat helped it blend into the shadows.
This **camouflage** allowed the predator to hunt without being seen. Leo wrote every detail in his notebook. Next, Leo discovered a family
of macaws high in the trees. These bright birds ate fruit and spread seeds across the jungle floor. Without the macaws, new trees could never
grow. Leo realized animals helped the whole jungle stay healthy. Then Leo spotted leaf-cutter ants carrying tiny pieces of leaves. Each ant
worked as part of a team. Together, they moved more than any single ant could carry alone. Leo saw that cooperation was just as important
as strength. Leo left the jungle understanding that every animal, no matter how small, played a vital role in keeping the jungle alive.

MAIN IDEA
1. What is this passage mostly about?

This passage is mostly about Leo exploring the Amazon jungle and discovering that every animal plays an important role in
keeping the jungle alive and healthy.

TEXT EVIDENCE
2. Which sentence from the passage shows that the macaws do more than just eat fruit?

The passage states, "These bright birds ate fruit and spread seeds across the jungle floor," which shows that macaws also help new
trees grow by spreading seeds.

VOCABULARY
3. What does the word camouflage mean as it is used in this passage?

In this passage, camouflage means the way an animal's color or pattern helps it blend in with its surroundings so it cannot easily
be seen, just as the jaguar's spotted coat helped it hide in the shadows.

INFERENCE
4. Why do you think Leo wrote every detail in his notebook after watching the jaguar?

Leo likely wrote everything down because he understood that the jaguar's hunting method was an important example of how
animals survive, and he did not want to forget what he was learning about the jungle.

CAUSE AND EFFECT
5. What would happen to the jungle if the macaws disappeared, according to the passage?

Because the macaws spread seeds across the jungle floor, if they disappeared, new trees could never grow, which would cause the
jungle to become less healthy over time.

TEXT EVIDENCE
6. What sentence from the leaf-cutter ant paragraph shows that working together is more powerful than working alone?

The passage states, "Together, they moved more than any single ant could carry alone," which proves that teamwork and
cooperation allow the ants to accomplish far more than one ant ever could.
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